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About the National Scenic Byways Program

13

Tennessee

The National Scenic Byways Program, established by Congress in 1991, recognizes
historic, scenic, and culturally important roads, all of which promote economic
development and tourism in communities around the U.S. There are more than .

. is home to
1,200 byways in all 50 states. :

13 scenic byways

The Tennessee Scenic Byways Program is administered by the Tennessee
Department of Transportation. All state byways are administered by committees of
local leaders and volunteers that plan promotional events and activities for their
communities. The byways provide alternatives to other travel routes, with unique
historic, scenic, and natural qualities, and offer visitors an enjoyable journey where
they can experience the natural beauty of Tennessee.

Key Points

e Tennessee is home to nine national scenic byways and four state or federal
agency scenic byways.
e Tennessee saw 119 million domestic visitors in 2018 and attracted a record

$22 billion in domestic and international traveler spending; the tourism Tennessee Travel
industry generated over $50 million in state and local tax revenue saving the Industry Facts
average Tennessee household $712 annually and supporting 189,757 jobs.

e The Great River Road has been described as America’s great drive, traversing > Supports 189,757 jobs
lt\:le\i/liﬂssmpl River through 10 states from northern Minnesota to the Gulf of > Eereries s i

state and local taxes

Images: East Tennessee Crossing credit:
National Archives (top), Woodlands Trace
credit: National Archives (right column)


https://nara.getarchive.net/media/east-tennessee-crossing-the-lakes-of-the-crossing-from-clinch-mountain-ae51a3
https://nara.getarchive.net/media/woodlands-trace-woodlands-trace-weaving-through-land-between-the-lakes-nra-bee88f
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Tennessee byways
provide access to the
state’s most

spectacular public
Scenic Byways in Tennessee lands including:

> 13 National Parks
ALL-AMERICAN ROADS =—= STATE SCENIC BYWAYS ol

> 56 State Parks
1. NATCHEZ TRACE PARKWAY 10. GREAT SMOKY MOUNTAINS BYWAY
2. NEWFOUND GAP ROAD 11. TENNESSEE RIVER TRAIL SCENIC > 31 National Historic

3. GREAT RIVER ROAD BYWAY Landmarks

12. WALTON ROAD SCENIC BYWAY

NATIONAL SCENIC BYWAYS mmm= FEDERAL AGENCY BYWAYS >15 State Forests

4. CHEROHALA SKYWAY 13. OCOEE USFS SCENIC BYWAY 2B I U A
CUMBERLAND HISTORIC BYWAY Public Lands

EAST TENNESSEE CROSSING
WOODLANDS TRACE
NORRIS FREEWAY
SEQUATCHIE VALLEY SCENIC
BYWAY
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All scenic byways exhibit one or more of six core intrinsic qualities — scenic, historic,
recreational, cultural, archaeological, or natural. For a road to be named a national scenic
byway, it must first be designated a state, tribal, or federal agency scenic byway. Once
achieving that, a road may apply for national scenic byway designation, but its intrinsic quality
must be of regional significance. All-American Roads are the very best of the national scenic
byways, demonstrating at least two intrinsic qualities of national significance.

Images: Natchez Trace Parkway credit:
National Archives (top), Cherohala Skyway
credit: National Archives (bottom)
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https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/byways/states/TN
https://fhwaapps.fhwa.dot.gov/bywaysp/StateMaps/Show/byway/2282
https://fhwaapps.fhwa.dot.gov/bywaysp/StateMaps/Show/byway/76017
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/byways/byways/76017
https://fhwaapps.fhwa.dot.gov/bywaysp/StateMaps/Show/byway/2345
https://fhwaapps.fhwa.dot.gov/bywaysp/StateMaps/Show/byway/81522
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/hep/scenic_byways/designations/2021_designated_byways.pdf
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/hep/scenic_byways/designations/2021_designated_byways.pdf
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/byways/states/TN
https://fhwaapps.fhwa.dot.gov/bywaysp/StateMaps/Show/byway/2285
https://fhwaapps.fhwa.dot.gov/bywaysp/StateMaps/Show/byway/2285
https://fhwaapps.fhwa.dot.gov/bywaysp/StateMaps/Show/byway/81520
https://fhwaapps.fhwa.dot.gov/bywaysp/StateMaps/Show/byway/81520
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/hep/scenic_byways/designations/2021_designated_byways.pdf
https://www.tn.gov/tdot/environmental-home/environmental-highway-beautification-office/beautification-national-scenic-byways.html
http://greatsmokymountainsbyway.com/
https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/tdot/environmental/scenic_byways/Tennessee%20Byways%20Flipbook.pdf
https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/tdot/environmental/scenic_byways/Tennessee%20Byways%20Flipbook.pdf
http://waltonroad.com/
https://nara.getarchive.net/media/natchez-trace-parkway-viewing-the-bridge-from-below-723409
https://nara.getarchive.net/media/cherohala-skyway-blue-sky-on-the-skyway-f9db46
https://www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/cherokee/recarea/?recid=35094

