
 

 

National Scenic Byways Program:   
PUERTO RICO 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Puerto Rico Travel  
Industry Facts 

> Generated 7.2 billion in 2019 

> Nearly 7% of gdp from the  

    tourism and travel  

    industry 

 

Images: Toro Negro State Forest (top), Yunque 

National Forest credit: Thaynetubbs (column) 

About the National Scenic Byways Program 

The National Scenic Byways Program, established by Congress in 1991, recognizes 
historic, scenic, and culturally important roads, all of which promote economic 
development and tourism in communities around the U.S. There are more than 1,200 
byways in 50 states and two US territories. 
 
Puerto Rico designated the Luis Muñoz Marín Panoramic Route as its first state scenic 
byway route in 1965. With a length of 266 kilometers, the Panoramic Route passes by 
four state forests and numerous ponds, lakes, and waterfalls. The route also highlights 
Puerto Rico’s history, with artifacts from Spanish colonial-era historic sites and coffee and 
sugar haciendas.  After the creation of the National Scenic Byways Program, the Puerto 
Rico Department of Transportation and Public Works and the Highway and 
Transportation Authority completed a corridor management plan for the route in 1998 to 
identify and conserve its key scenic features. Puerto Rico has also identified other routes 
for potential designation as scenic byways.   

Key Points 

• Puerto Rico is home to one scenic byway. 

• Cerro de Punta, near the byway, is the highest point on the island at 4,389 

feet. 

• Travel and Tourism, which the byway program supports, contributed $7.2 

billion to Puerto Rico’s economy in 2019, accounting for nearly 7% of its 

total GDP. 
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Puerto Rico is home to 

1 scenic byway 
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Puerto Rico’s byway 
provides access to 
spectacular public 
lands including: 

> 1 National Park

> 4 State Forests

> 6 National

Historic

Landmarks

> 1 World Heritage 

Site 

> 36 Nature

Reserves 

> 300 Beaches
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credit: Güldem Üstün (top), Cerro de 
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Scenic Byways in Puerto Rico 

All scenic byways exhibit one or more of six core intrinsic qualities — scenic, historic, 

recreational, cultural, archaeological, or natural. For a road to be named a national scenic 

byway, it must first be designated a state, tribal, or federal agency scenic byway. Once 

achieving that, a road may apply for national scenic byway designation, but its intrinsic 

quality must be of regional significance. All-American Roads are the very best of the 

national scenic byways, demonstrating at least two intrinsic qualities of national 

significance. 

STATE SCENIC BYWAY 

1. LUIS MUÑOZ MARÍN PANORAMIC ROUTE
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https://www.flickr.com/photos/guldem/30723946663
https://www.flickr.com/photos/auvet/34121615373
https://dtop.pr.gov/
https://www.discoverpuertorico.com/article/plan-trip-along-la-ruta-panoramica

