National Scenic Byways Program:
OKLAHOMA 4

About the National Scenic Byways Program

The National Scenic Byways Program, established by Congress in 1991, recognizes
historic, scenic, and culturally important roads, all of which promote economic
development and tourism in communities around the U.S. There are more than 8
1,200 byways in all 50 states.
Oklahoma is home to “the Mother Road,” Route 66 National Scenic Byway, which Oklahom.a is home to
spans through six different states, all the way from the northeast corner to the 8 scenic byways
southwest side of the state. It is joined by three other national scenic byways and
four state scenic byways. One of them, the Talimena Scenic Drive offers panoramic
views of some of the most breathtaking areas Oklahoma has to offer, including the
Ouachita National Forest.

Key Points

e Oklahoma is home to four national scenic byways and four state scenic
byways.
e In 2019, direct visitor spending reached a record high of $9.7 billion.
e Visitorsin 2019 generated $723 million in state and local taxes, saving
each household $470 in taxes.
e Tourismis Oklahoma'’s third largest industry, supporting 104,800 jobs. Oklahoma Travel
Industry Facts

> Generates $723 million
in state and local taxes

> Supports 104,800 jobs

Images: Wichita Mountains Byway credit:
National Archives (top), Cherokee Hills
Byway credit: National Archives (column)


https://nara.getarchive.net/media/wichita-mountains-byway-road-traveling-up-mount-scott-fd890b
https://nara.getarchive.net/media/cherokee-hills-byway-tahlonteeskee-cherokee-museum-7b5e82
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(7 , Oklahoma byways provide
access to the state’s most
spectacular public lands
including:

Lubbock

> 3 National Parks

Scenic Byways in Oklahoma > 38 State Parks

NATIONAL SCENIC BYWAYS s STATE SCENIC BYWAYS s > % N_é:tlonal Historic
ralls

1. CHEROKEE HILLS BYWAY 5. KENTONTOKEYS : ; :

2. HISTORIC ROUTE 66 6. MOUNTAIN GATEWAY SCENIC > 2 National Historic

3. TALIMENA SCENIC DRIVE 7 II\BA\E)VE/J?\IYI'AIN PASS SCENIC BYWAY ites

4. WICHITA MOUNTAINS BYWAY 8: OSAGE NATION HERITAGE TRAIL > 1 National Memorial

BYWAY

> 22 National Historic
Landmarks

All scenic byways exhibit one or more of six core intrinsic qualities — scenic, historic, recreational,
cultural, archaeological, or natural. For a road to be named a national scenic byway, it must first
be designated a state, tribal, or federal agency scenic byway. Once achieving that, a road may
apply for national scenic byway designation, but its intrinsic quality must be of regional Images: Talimena Scenic Drive credit:
significance. All-American Roads are the very best of the national scenic byways, demonstrating National Archives (top), Wichita Mountain
at least two intrinsic qualities of national significance. Byway credit: National Archives (bottom)
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https://nara.getarchive.net/media/talimena-scenic-drive-talimena-scenic-byway-4f4d23
https://nara.getarchive.net/media/wichita-mountains-byway-the-slick-hills-along-the-wichita-mountains-byway-baf9a0
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/byways/states/OK
https://fhwaapps.fhwa.dot.gov/bywaysp/StateMaps/Show/byway/2346
https://fhwaapps.fhwa.dot.gov/bywaysp/StateMaps/Show/byway/2346
https://fhwaapps.fhwa.dot.gov/bywaysp/StateMaps/Show/byway/2489
https://fhwaapps.fhwa.dot.gov/bywaysp/StateMaps/Show/byway/2489
https://fhwaapps.fhwa.dot.gov/bywaysp/StateMaps/Show/byway/2485
https://fhwaapps.fhwa.dot.gov/bywaysp/StateMaps/Show/byway/2485
https://fhwaapps.fhwa.dot.gov/bywaysp/StateMaps/Show/byway/6334
https://fhwaapps.fhwa.dot.gov/bywaysp/StateMaps/Show/byway/6334
https://www.travelok.com/article_page/oklahomasscenicbyways
https://www.travelok.com/Kenton
https://www.travelok.com/listings/view.profile/id.14856
https://www.travelok.com/listings/view.profile/id.14856
https://www.travelok.com/listings/view.profile/id.14853
https://www.travelok.com/listings/view.profile/id.14855
https://www.travelok.com/listings/view.profile/id.14855

