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National Scenic Byways Program:
NORTH DAKOTA

About the National Scenic Byways Program

The National Scenic Byways Program, established by Congressin 1991, recognizes 13

historic, scenic, and culturally important roads, all of which promote economic .
development and tourism in communities around the U.S. There are more than North Dakota is home
1,200 byways in all 50 states. to 13 scenic byways

North Dakota is home to two national scenic byways: the Native American Scenic
Byway and Sheyenne River Byway. Both byways explore the lore and history of
North Dakota and the Native American tribes that still call the state home. North
Dakota’s scenic byways offer a unique and charming journey that contributes to
local economies through tourism spending and calls attention to historic sites,
wildlife, and starry nights that make up the character of the state. With two
national and 11 state scenic byways located across the state, there are a myriad of
ways for travelers to experience the unique beauty of North Dakota.

Key Points
. Elfvzgl;sDakota is home to two national scenic byways and 11 state scenic N ——
e A2019 study shows that 22.6 million travelers spent $3 billion, and Industry Facts

contributed $300.5 million in taxes to the state.
e Without state and local taxes paid by visitors to the state, each North Dakota
household could potentially see a tax increase of $1,092 to fill the gap. > Generates $300.5 million in
state and local taxes

> Supports 45,640 jobs

Images: Sheyenne River Valley credit: National
Archives (top), Native American Scenic Byway
credit: National Archives (column)


https://nara.getarchive.net/media/sheyenne-river-valley-scenic-byway-highline-bridge-from-route-19-e7bbcd
https://nara.getarchive.net/media/sheyenne-river-valley-scenic-byway-highline-bridge-from-route-19-e7bbcd
https://nara.getarchive.net/media/native-american-scenic-byway-holy-hills-of-the-mandan-indians-1728a4
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provide access to the
state’s most spectacular
public lands including:
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> 13 State Parks
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> 2 National Historic Sites

Scenic Byways in North Dakota

> 5 State Forests
NATIONAL SCENIC BYWAYS s STATE SCENIC BYWAYS s > 263,000 Acres Of
1. NATIVE AMERICAN SCENIC 3. CHAN SANSAN SCENIC BACKWAY oo,
BYWAY 4. DESLACSNATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE Production Areas
2. SHEYENNE RIVER VALLEY SCENIC BYWAY
SCENIC BYWAY 5. KILLDEER MOUNTAIN FOUR BEARS

SCENIC BYWAY
6. OLDRED TEN SCENIC BYWAY
7.  RENDEZVOUS REGION SCENIC
BACKWAY
SAKAKAWEA SCENIC BYWAY
THEODORE ROOSEVELT NATIONAL
PARK NORTH UNIT SCENIC BYWAY
10. TURTLE MOUNTAIN SCENIC BYWAY
11. STANDING ROCK NATIONAL NATIVE
AMERICAN SCENIC BYWAY
12. THEODORE ROOSEVELT NATIONAL
PARK SOUTH UNIT LOOP
13. ENCHANTED HIGHWAY
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Images: Des Lacs National Wildlife Refuge
Scenic Byway (top), Theodore Roosevelt
NP credit: National Archives (bottom)

All scenic byways exhibit one or more of six core intrinsic qualities — scenic, historic, recreational,
cultural, archaeological, or natural. For a road to be named a national scenic byway, it must first be
designated a state, tribal, or federal agency scenic byway. Once achieving that, a road may apply
for national scenic byway designation, but its intrinsic quality must be of regional significance. All-
American Roads are the very best of the national scenic byways, demonstrating at least two
intrinsic qualities of national significance.
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https://nara.getarchive.net/media/assignment-48-dpa-08-05-08_soi_k_nd_nps_tr-visit-of-secretary-dirk-kempthorne-b7cb88
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/byways/states/ND
https://fhwaapps.fhwa.dot.gov/bywaysp/StateMaps/Show/byway/2596
https://fhwaapps.fhwa.dot.gov/bywaysp/StateMaps/Show/byway/2596
https://fhwaapps.fhwa.dot.gov/bywaysp/StateMaps/Show/byway/16406
https://fhwaapps.fhwa.dot.gov/bywaysp/StateMaps/Show/byway/16406
https://www.ndtourism.com/bywaysbackways
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