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About the National Scenic Byways Program

The National Scenic Byways Program, established by Congressin 1991, recognizes
historic, scenic, and culturally important roads, all of which promote economic
development and tourism in communities around the U.S. There are more than 1,200
byways in all 50 states.

Mississippi scenic byways are important for the state’s local economies as they attract
visitors who look for unique ways to experience the state’s naturally beautiful and
historically significant attractions. The Mississippi Scenic Byways Program is a grassroots
program aimed at focusing attention on the state’s history and intrinsic resources.
Identifying and designating highways, roads, and street corridors preserves, enhances,
and protects Mississippi’s natural and economic resources for visitors and residents.

Key Points

e Mississippiis home to 13 scenic byways, including one All-American Road,
one national scenic byway and 11 state scenic byways.

e In 2018, 6.4 million park visitors spent an estimated $157 million in local
gateway regions while visiting the Natchez Trace Parkway.

e The NPS estimates that visitor spending helped support a total of 1,910 jobs,
$57.6 million in labor income, $93.4 million in value added, and $162 million
in economic output in local gateway economies surrounding the Natchez
Trace Parkway.

Mississippi is home to
13 scenic byways

Mississippi Travel
Industry Facts

> Supports more than 122,850 jobs
annually

> Visitor expenditures save
residents $613 in taxes annually

Images: Natchez Trace Parkway credit: NPS (top),
Great River Road credit: National Archive
(column)


https://www.nps.gov/media/photo/gallery-item.htm?pg=961753&id=2AA6F5F1-1DD8-B71C-07F6B890759929A2&gid=2A88907E-1DD8-B71C-07C27BD1BBC4F911
https://nara.getarchive.net/media/meeting-of-the-great-rivers-scenic-route-road-along-the-confluence-of-the-mississippi-9df84b
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10. HIGHWAY 67 SCENIC BYWAY

11. HIGHWAY 605 SCENIC BYWAY Images: Beach Boulevard Scenic Byway

12. NOXUBEE HILLS SCENIC BYWAY credit: Gulf coast SB (top), Brice’s

13. WILLIAM FAULKNER SCENIC BYWAY Crossroads Battlefield credit: John
' Padgett (bottom)
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All scenic byways exhibit one or more of six core intrinsic qualities — scenic, historic, recreational,
cultural, archaeological, or natural. For a road to be named a national scenic byway, it must first be
designated a state, tribal, or federal agency scenic byway. Once achieving that, a road may apply
for national scenic byway designation, but its intrinsic quality must be of regional significance. All-
American Roads are the very best of the national scenic byways, demonstrating at least two
intrinsic qualities of national significance.
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https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/byways/states/MS
https://fhwaapps.fhwa.dot.gov/bywaysp/StateMaps/Show/byway/2285
http://gulfcoastscenicbyways.com/team-post/beach-blvd-byway-north/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/johnbpadgett/13099045014/in/photolist-7Jccja-7HKMp9-nG2xgQ-npJQZv-7HFReg-nG2xsw-rXDUKn-9w8S38-kXw2HG-7f594J-kXuoKr-kXw22G-8dmT8z-kXviFV-kXupCP-kXvYHd-kXvg4a-kXuCdi-kXw4gb-FUiZxh-kXusSK-kXutDV-kXuuqK-kXv6pa-kXvZmh-kXv7bv
https://www.flickr.com/photos/johnbpadgett/13099045014/in/photolist-7Jccja-7HKMp9-nG2xgQ-npJQZv-7HFReg-nG2xsw-rXDUKn-9w8S38-kXw2HG-7f594J-kXuoKr-kXw22G-8dmT8z-kXviFV-kXupCP-kXvYHd-kXvg4a-kXuCdi-kXw4gb-FUiZxh-kXusSK-kXutDV-kXuuqK-kXv6pa-kXvZmh-kXv7bv
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/byways/states/MS
https://fhwaapps.fhwa.dot.gov/bywaysp/StateMaps/Show/byway/2279
https://mdot.ms.gov/portal/scenic_byways_program
http://gulfcoastscenicbyways.com/team-post/beach-blvd-byway-north/
https://mdot.ms.gov/documents/Planning/Maps/Scenic%20Byways/Mississippi%20Scenic%20Byways.pdf
https://mdot.ms.gov/documents/Planning/Maps/Scenic%20Byways/Mississippi%20Scenic%20Byways.pdf
https://msgulfcoastheritage.ms.gov/natural/greenways/nasa-scenic-byway-to-space/
https://visitmississippi.org/things-to-do/point-of-interest/delta-bluffs-scenic-byway/
https://www.thegatewaytohistory.com/
https://mdot.ms.gov/documents/Planning/Maps/Scenic%20Byways/Grand%20-Gulf%20Raymond%20Scenic%20Byway.pdf
https://mdot.ms.gov/documents/Planning/Maps/Scenic%20Byways/Grand%20-Gulf%20Raymond%20Scenic%20Byway.pdf
https://mdot.ms.gov/documents/Planning/Maps/Scenic%20Byways/Mississippi%20Scenic%20Byways.pdf
https://mdot.ms.gov/documents/Planning/Maps/Scenic%20Byways/Mississippi%20Scenic%20Byways.pdf
https://mdot.ms.gov/documents/Planning/Maps/Scenic%20Byways/Mississippi%20Scenic%20Byways.pdf
https://mdot.ms.gov/documents/Planning/Maps/Scenic%20Byways/Mississippi%20Scenic%20Byways.pdf
https://mdot.ms.gov/documents/Planning/Maps/Scenic%20Byways/Mississippi%20Scenic%20Byways.pdf

