NATIONAL SCEN:

HAWAIl

ABOUT THE NATIONAL SCENIC BYWAYS PROGRAM

The National Scenic Byways Program, established by Congress in 1991,
recognizes historic, scenic, and culturally important roads, all of which promote
economic development and tourism in communities around the U.S. There are
more than 1,200 byways in all 50 states.

Hawaii joined the National Scenic Byways Program in 2008 through the Hawaii
Department of Transportation (HDOT). In Hawaii, local government agencies or
501(c)(3) nonprofits are eligible to sponsor a scenic byway. The program is
volunteer-based grassroots program that identifies and supports roads
throughout the Hawaiian Islands. HDOT supports the byway sponsors as well as
guides them through the formation process. There are five state byways in
Hawaii, with many additional potential candidates.

KEY POINTS:

e Hawaiiis home to 5 State Scenic Byways.

e The Ka'u Scenic Byway- The Slopes of Mauna Loa runs along the diverse
geological and ecological features of Mauna Loa, an active volcano rising
13,680 feet high.

Travel and tourism activity in Hawaii Volcanoes National Parks
contributed $166 million to gateway communities in 2017.

The Royal Footsteps Along the Coast State Scenic Byway runs through
the Historic Kailua Village where King Kamehameha died in 1819.
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HAWAII IS HOME TO
5 SCENIC BYWAYS

STATE TRAVEL INDUSTRY
FACTS

> SUPPORTS 171,000 JOBS

> NEARLY $800 MILLION IN
ANNUAL ECONOMIC IMPACT
FROM VISITOR SPENDING

Images: Ka’u Scenic Byway - The Slopes
of Mauna Loa (top, right column)
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SCENIC BYWAYS IN HAWAII
STATE SCENIC BYWAYS  mem

1. HOLOHOLO KOLOA SCENIC BYWAY

2. KA’U SCENIC BYWAY - THE SLOPES OF MAUNA LOA
3. MAMALAHOA KONA HERITAGE CORRIDOR

4. ROYAL FOOTSTEPS ALONG THE COAST

5. MAUNALUA-MAKAPU’U SCENIC BYWAY

All scenic byways exhibit one or more of six core intrinsic qualities — scenic, historic, recreational,
cultural, archaeological, or natural. For a road to be named a national scenic byway, it must first
be designated a state, tribal, or federal agency scenic byway. Once achieving that, a road may
apply for national scenic byway designation, but its intrinsic quality must be of regional
significance. All-American Roads are the very best of the national scenic byways, demonstrating
at least two intrinsic qualities of national significance.

HAWAII BYWAYS PROVIDE
ACCESS TO THE STATE’S
MOST SPECTACULAR

PUBLIC LANDS INCLUDING:
> 2 NATIONAL PARKS
> 50 STATE PARKS

> T NATIONAL NATURAL
LANDMARKS

>1NATIONAL PARKS
SERVICE NATIONAL TRAIL

> 33 NATIONAL HISTORIC
LANDMARKS

Images: Holo Holo Koloa Scenic Byway (top
right) Ka’u Scenic Byway - The Slopes of
Mauna Loa (bottom right) credit: Wikimedia
commons
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https://hidot.hawaii.gov/highways/other/hawaii-scenic-byways-program/
https://hidot.hawaii.gov/highways/other/hawaii-scenic-byways-program/
https://koloascenicbyway.org/
https://www.gohawaii.com/islands/hawaii-big-island/things-to-do/land-activities/scenic-byways
https://www.gohawaii.com/islands/hawaii-big-island/things-to-do/land-activities/scenic-byways
https://www.gohawaii.com/islands/hawaii-big-island/things-to-do/land-activities/scenic-byways
https://www.gohawaii.com/islands/hawaii-big-island/things-to-do/land-activities/scenic-byways
https://www.gohawaii.com/islands/hawaii-big-island/things-to-do/land-activities/scenic-byways
http://kaiwicoast.org/maunalua-makapuu-scenic-byway

