
 

Oregon 

The National Scenic Byways Program 

The National Scenic Byways Program, established by Congress in 1991, recognizes historic, 

scenic and culturally important roads, all of which promote economic development and tourism 

in communities around the U.S. The Scenic Byways in Oregon highlight a variety of 

breathtaking natural features, including lava flows, meadows, alpine lakes, and snow tipped 

peaks. The prevalence of American history attracts many visitors each year, as multiple of 

Oregon’s Scenic Byways cross paths with the historic Oregon Trail, traveled by many famous 

frontiersmen such as Lewis and Clark and Kit Carson. 

Key points: 

• Oregon is home to 10 National Scenic Byways and 34 State Scenic Byways. 

• A 2018 study found that in totality, the Oregon travel industry employed a total of 

115,400 people. 

• Research indicates that travel-generated employment serves a higher importance in the 

rural counties of Oregon.  The two other largest export-oriented industries in rural 

Oregon include agriculture/food processing and logging/wood products. 

• According to a study from 2016, the average overnight visitor spends $147 per day. 

• In 2018, a total of 29.1 million overnight visitors traveled to Oregon destinations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Experience Central Oregon’s spectacular geography via the Cascade 
Lakes Scenic Byway, where 150 lakes demonstrate a fascinating history 

of volcanism and glaciation. 

https://industry.traveloregon.com/resources/research/oregon-travel-impacts-1991-2011-dean-runyan-associates/
http://visitcentraloregon.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/2016-Economic-Impact-Report-1.pdf
https://industry.traveloregon.com/resources/research/oregon-travel-impacts-1991-2011-dean-runyan-associates/


 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Galice to Hellgate Back Country Byway (22) 

Grande Tour Route (23) 

Grave Creek to Marial Back Country Byway (24) 

High Desert Discovery Scenic Byway (25) 

Journey Through Time Scenic Byway (26) 

Lakeview to Steens Mountain Back Country Byway (27) 

Lower Crooked River Back Country Byway (28) 

Lower Deschutes River Back Country Byway (29) 

Mary’s Peak to Pacific Coast (30) 

McKenzie River Scenic Byway (31) 

Myrtle Creek-Canyonville Tour Route (32) 

Nestucca River Back Country Byway (33) 

Over the Rivers and Through the Woods (34) 

Quartzville Road Back Country Byway (35) 

Silver Falls Tour Route (36) 

Snake River-Mormon Basin Back Country Byway (37) 

South Fork John Day River Back Country Byway (38) 

State of Jefferson Scenic Byway (39) 

Steens Loop Tour Route (40) 

Steens Mountain Back Country Byway (41) 

Trees to Sea Scenic Byway (42) 

Umpqua River Scenic Byway (43) 

Vineyard & Valley Tour Route  (44) 

National Scenic Byways in Oregon: 

Cascade Lakes Scenic Byway(1) 

Hells Canyon Scenic Byway (2)* 

Historic Columbia River Highway (3)* 

McKenzie Pass-Santiam Pass Scenic Byway (4) 

Mt. Hood Scenic Byway (5) 

Outback Scenic Byway(6) 

Pacific Coast Scenic Byway (7)* 

Rogue-Umpqua Scenic Byway (8) 

Volcanic Legacy Scenic Byway (9)* 

West Cascades Scenic Byway (10) 

State Scenic Byways in Oregon: 

Alsea River Back Country Byway (11) 

Aufderheide Scenic Byway (12) 

Blue Mountain Scenic Byway (13) 

Charleston To Bandon Tour Route (14) 

Christmas Valley Back Country Byway (15) 

Cottage Grove Covered Bridge Tour Route (16) 

Cow Creek Tour Route (17) 

Diamond Loop Tour Route (18) 

East Steens Tour Route (19) 

Elkhorn Scenic Byway (20) 

Emigrant Trail (21) 

Map Key: 

Asterisk denotes an All-American Road. 
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https://www.blm.gov/visit/galice-hellgate-back-country-byway#:~:text=The%20beautiful%20Rogue%20River%20country,single%20lane%20with%20occasional%20turnouts.
https://traveloregon.com/things-to-do/trip-ideas/scenic-drives/the-grande-tour/
https://www.blm.gov/or/resources/recreation/files/brochures/Grave_Creek_to_Marial_BCB.pdf
https://traveloregon.com/things-to-do/trip-ideas/scenic-drives/high-desert-discovery/
https://traveloregon.com/things-to-do/trip-ideas/scenic-drives/journey-through-time-scenic-byway/
https://www.blm.gov/programs/recreation/recreation-activities/oregon-washington/steens-mountain
https://www.blm.gov/visit/lower-crooked-river-back-country-byway
https://www.blm.gov/visit/lower-deschutes-river-back-country-byway#:~:text=Paddling%20Water%20Activities-,Lower%20Deschutes%20River%20Back%20Country%20Byway,highway%20216%20near%20Sherar's%20Falls.
https://traveloregon.com/things-to-do/trip-ideas/scenic-drives/marys-peak-pacific-scenic-byway/
https://traveloregon.com/things-to-do/trip-ideas/scenic-drives/mckenzie-river-scenic-byway/
https://traveloregon.com/things-to-do/trip-ideas/scenic-drives/myrtle-creek_canyonville-tour-route/
https://www.blm.gov/visit/nestucca-river-recreation-area
https://traveloregon.com/things-to-do/trip-ideas/scenic-drives/over-the-river-and-through-the-woods/
https://traveloregon.com/things-to-do/trip-ideas/scenic-drives/over-the-river-and-through-the-woods/
https://www.blm.gov/visit/quartzville-back-country-byway
https://traveloregon.com/things-to-do/trip-ideas/scenic-drives/the-silver-falls-tour-route/
https://www.recreation.gov/camping/gateways/13852
https://www.blm.gov/visit/south-fork-john-day-back-country-byway
https://scenicbyways.info/byway/2192.html
https://traveloregon.com/things-to-do/trip-ideas/scenic-drives/steens-loop-tour-route/
https://www.blm.gov/programs/recreation/recreation-activities/oregon-washington/steens-mountain
https://traveloregon.com/things-to-do/trip-ideas/scenic-drives/trees-sea-scenic-byway/
https://traveloregon.com/things-to-do/trip-ideas/scenic-drives/the-umpqua-river/
https://traveloregon.com/things-to-do/trip-ideas/scenic-drives/the-vineyard-and-valley/
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/byways/states/OR
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/byways/byways/2144
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/byways/byways/2144
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/byways/byways/2145
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/byways/byways/2141
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/byways/byways/2148
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/byways/byways/61400
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/byways/byways/2142
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/byways/byways/2143
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/byways/byways/2147
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/byways/byways/2587
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/byways/byways/13832
https://www.oregon.gov/ODOT/Programs/Pages/Scenic-Byways.aspx
https://traveloregon.com/things-to-do/trip-ideas/alsea-river-backcountry-byway/
https://traveloregon.com/things-to-do/destinations/lakes-reservoirs/aufderheide-scenic-drive/
https://traveloregon.com/things-to-do/trip-ideas/scenic-drives/blue-mountains-scenic-byway/
https://traveloregon.com/things-to-do/trip-ideas/scenic-drives/charleston-to-bandon-tour-route/
https://publiclands.org/pages/siteHashed/Christmas_Valley_Back_Country_Byway
https://traveloregon.com/things-to-do/trip-ideas/scenic-drives/cottage-grove-covered-bridge-tour-route/
https://traveloregon.com/things-to-do/trip-ideas/scenic-drives/cow-creek-tour-route/
https://traveloregon.com/things-to-do/trip-ideas/scenic-drives/east-steens-tour-route/
https://traveloregon.com/things-to-do/trip-ideas/scenic-drives/elkhorn-drive-scenic-byway/
https://traveloregon.com/things-to-do/emigrant-trail/

