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The National Scenic Byways Program, established by Congress in 1991, recognizes historic, scenic
and culturally important roads and promotes tourism and economic development in nearby
communities. Georgia’s Scenic Byway Program is a community driven effort to preserve and
protect scenic corridors throughout the state. Georgia boasts 15 scenic byways including 1 National
and 14 State byways. Funding for the byways have come both from federal and state programs as
well as many private foundations across the state. Georgia’s Department of Transportation (GDOT)
has stated that their goal as an organization is to keep the transportation system safe, efficient and
sustainable. Georgia’s byways provide access to state parks, public lands, and other places of visual
beauty supporting local economies that depend on the travel and tourism industry.

Key points:

o There are 15 Scenic Byways in Georgia, including one National and 14 State Byways

o The travel and tourism industry in Georgia employs 471,000 people statewide, and has been
preparing to return to regular operations as soon as possible

« Travel and tourism in Georgia generated over $3.4 billion in 2018 for tax revenue which saves the
average household in the state $910 on their state and local taxes.

« A recent National Scenic Byway Foundation survey showed that 44 state scenic byways in 24
states are prepared to seek designation as a National Scenic Byway

o A 2018 study found an imbalance between the historical, aesthetic, and scientific richness of
Georgia, especially in Southwest, Southeast, and Northeast corners of the state and the distribution
of Scenic Byways, encouraging the further designation of roads in the aforementioned locales

Johns Mountain Overlook and Wildlife Management Area, located along Ridge
and Valley Scenic Byway, is a popular destination among outdoor enthusiasts.


http://www.dot.ga.gov/DS/Travel/Scenic
https://www.georgia.org/newsroom/press-releases/georgias-tourism-industry-breaks-economic-impact-record
https://www.georgia.org/newsroom/blogs/georgias-tourism-industry-creating-good
https://www.georgia.org/newsroom/press-releases/georgias-tourism-industry-breaks-economic-impact-record
https://www.fs.fed.us/nrs/pubs/gtr/gtr-nrs-p-183papers/15-orland-VRS-gtr-p-183.pdf

Map Key:

The numbers
following each
byway name
below match
with the
respective
byway’s
numbered
location on the
map.
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Monticello Crossroads Scenic Byway (11)
Ocmulgee-Piedmont Scenic Byway (12)
Ridge and Valley Scenic Byway (13)
South Fulton Scenic Byway (14)
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Extension (15)


http://www.dot.ga.gov/DriveSmart/Travel/Documents/ScenicByways/HistoricDixieHwy/HDH-CorridorManagementPlan.pdf
http://www.dot.ga.gov/DriveSmart/Travel/Documents/effingham_ebenezer_cmp.pdf
http://www.exploregeorgia.org/listing/2370-historic-piedmont-scenic-byway
http://www.exploregeorgia.org/listing/2573-i-185-scenic-byway
http://www.exploregeorgia.org/listing/3148-meriwether-pike-scenic-byway
http://www.exploregeorgia.org/listing/2688-millen-jenkins-county-scenic-byway
http://www.n-georgia.com/monticello-crossroads-scenic-tour.htm
http://www.dot.ga.gov/DriveSmart/Travel/Documents/ocmulgee_piedmont.pdf
http://www.n-georgia.com/ridge-valley-scenic-tour.htm
http://www.n-georgia.com/south-fulton-scenic-tour.htm
http://www.dot.ga.gov/DS/Travel/Scenic
http://www.dot.ga.gov/DS/Travel/Scenic
http://www.dot.ga.gov/DS/Travel/Scenic
http://www.dot.ga.gov/DS/Travel/Scenic
http://www.exploregeorgia.org/listing/110-altamaha-scenic-byway-driving-tour
http://www.exploregeorgia.org/listing/46664-enduring-farmlands-georgia-scenic-byway
http://www.exploregeorgia.org/listing/46664-enduring-farmlands-georgia-scenic-byway

