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A Message from the Governor

Rhode Island is a beautiful state. The oceanside, Narragansett Bay, abundance of authentic
historical sites, forests, wetlands and woodlands, urban neighborhoods, and remote villages,
all contribute to community character and visual appeal few can match.

Our roadway corridors should also be as beautiful as possible. Structures such as the Newport
Bridge and the I-Way have become Rhode Island icons, greatly enhancing the travelers’
experience.

This Guide establishes best practice standards for design and management of the
infrastructure and buffer areas falling under the jurisdiction of the Rhode Island Department
of Transportation. The Guide is comprehensive—addressing a complement of elements,
including: architecture, lighting, siting and installing of art, surface treatments, graffiti
control, vegetation management, and minimizing the visual intrusion of commercial signs.

This Guide is user-friendly and graphically cites examples of best practices from all over the
United States. Hereafter, I hope this reference will be valuable in the development of
infrastructure projects and management practices that enhance the aesthetic appeal of our
roadways in a manner worthy of our beautiful state.

Sincerely,

Q0. cog.-

Lincoln D. Chafee
Governor
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1. Notable Transportation Infrastructure Design
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2. New Construction Best Practices

2a. Architectural Design Elements

Architectural design elements are distinctive decorative details in highway design, which can include fixtures, plaques
or bollards.




2b. Pattern and Texture Treatments

Pattern and texture treatments are shapes, colors, or other distinctive decorative elements which substantially cover
hard concrete surfaces to help beautify plain exteriors.
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3. Aesthetic Enhancements

3a. Signature Details

element associated with a sense of place.

Signature details are symbols, shapes or figures intended to be standalone decorative elements, accentuating a design TR ;}ili
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3b. Aesthetic Lighting

Aesthetic lighting uses designs and fixtures to enhance the visual appeal of a structure. Fixtures are usually embedded
within the design of a bridge, underpass, overpass, or highway corridor.
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3c. Welcome Signs

Welcome Signs provide an important first impression for motorists.
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3d. Wayfinding Signs

Wayfinding Signs use distinctive logos, color, and font design to affect a local “brand”. They should be aesthetically
pleasing and memorable, while effectively directing drivers to desired destinations.

The quality and effectiveness of local wayfinding signage varies greatly. Some municipalities such as Newport and Bristol

have distinctively designed signs spatially distributed for maximum visitor benefit and placed in a context-sensitive

manner. In other localities, an absence of wayfinding signage is a frequent concern of local business owners and cultural 1<l

site managers. [LOWER
THAMES S_l

A quality program is possible if local government can build consensus among its local community leaders as to sph Shopping- Dining g

designating priority destinations and to design guidelines. The new Rhode Island State Highway Beautification Advisory ‘ sy Marioes

Committee will support these efforts in collaboration with RIDOT and local communities, to better coordinate wayfinding 3 @

signage from the highway to local destinations.

The Federal Highway Administration’s (FHWA) “Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices” (MUTCD) includes
designations for wayfinding signs along limited access roadways - the shape, color and size of these signs dictate specific
meanings. Distinctive fonts and graphics are helpful for visitors to discern specific information.
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3e. Murals

Murals are original works of art, installed on walled surfaces, which enhance beauty and sense of place.




4. Buffer / Median Management Best Practices

Limited access highways should have clear, safe, and non-distracting lines of sight. Realistically, motorists are often
subject to distracting intrusions, especially on highways in urban areas.

Intrusions are visual distractions that may include signs, structures, or facades that feature commercial messages visible
to motorists on a limited access highway. Intrusions can be created by commercial, corporate, residential, or even public
entities. They take many forms but can manifest as static signs, banners, billboards, luminescent signs, buildings clad in
commercial messaging or urban clutter.

These intrusions are often sited due to inconsistency in statutory and regulatory codes or uncoordinated enforcement
between state and local authorities, thus limiting efforts to prevent their presence or to mitigate their impact on drivers.

Luminescent signs visible from limited access highways are of particular concern, as they may encroach on drivers’ views.
When not on state property, RIDOT has very limited legal authority to advocate for controlling, mitigating, or limiting
these structures.

“Outdoor advertising” is the legal term for billboards. Subject to the provisions of the Federal Highway Beautification
Act of 1965, RI General Laws Chapter 24-10.1 and the 2007 RIDOT Outdoor Advertising Regulations, billboards along most
state highways are subject to an annual permit review. The number of permits are limited to almost all billboards that
have been in place for many years. Billboards come in three sizes: junior posters (5'x11’), posters (11'x22") and bulletins

(14'x48).

4a. Intrusions- Commercial Signage
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4b. Vegetation Management

Managing vegetation within the edges and the median of highways is a major challenge. These areas have a high public
profile, are subject to difficult environmental stresses, and require significant ongoing maintenance. Aesthetic qualities
and resource efficiencies can be enhanced by policies that limit trimming and cutting, installing strategic plantings to
obscure intrusions, and provide for ongoing upkeep.




4c¢. Intrusions - Graffiti

Graffiti is a type of intrusion that can distract drivers along limited access highways. Graffiti is perceived to represent
disorder or chaos, and thus, authorities strive to keep graffiti to a minimum, especially on state property. A wide range
of techniques and theories exist to help deter graffiti, such as planting, murals, and covering over with larger, uniform
gray-painted rectangles.

More successful approaches to deter graffiti include strict enforcement and prosecution, coupled with education and the
engagement of those who are tempted to “tag” public property.

In 2011, RIDOT changed its graffiti abatement strategy from a simple minimal paint-over to painting over graffiti in large,
uniform rectangular areas with a standard dark gray paint. This practice is much more aesthetically pleasing, and has
proved highly effective—incidents of graffiti within the interstate system have dropped dramatically. Now, painting over
tagging within the gray areas is relatively easy to accomplish.

4d. Strategic Landscape Installation

Strategic landscape installation refers to plantings that are purposefully installed at specific locations along a highway’s
right-of-way to buffer intrusions.
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4e. Overhead Wire Relocation Projects

Large scale power-line infrastructure—often located along highways—can be detrimental to the scenic character of a
roadway. Significant efforts are underway to bury the power lines located along I-195 across the Seekonk River. These
efforts represent a collaboration between federal, state, and city agencies, as well as citizens groups and privately-owned
public utility companies. To date, $17.5 million has been secured to help complete this project.




4f. Buffer Management: Rhode Island’s Highway Adoption &
Sponsorship Programs

States often combine Adopt-A-Spot and wildflower programs to clean, beautify, and maintain the rights-of-way.
Highway beautification efforts across the United States have increasingly incorporated wildflowers. They require little
maintenance, decrease COz2 levels, and bolster native insect populations
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Rhode Island Beautiful Gateways Project 2011-2014
Lincoln D. Chafee, Governor
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