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Overview

• Perspective

• “Design Review”

• Various Benefits

• Urban and community     
examples

• Observations (Q&A)



Shaping “Community Look” (Branding)



Background 

• APA Chaddick Institute



“Appearance Commissions”
(Design Review Boards)



“…the values we want to live by 

-- rather than merely how we want things to look.”





Overall Benefits of Quality Design 

Financial/

Property

Economic/B

usiness

Social /

Civic
Green/

Sustainability



Financial / Property

• Urban Land Institute studies

• “Urban Design - Bottom Line” 

• Eg. 25% increase in nearby 

property values



Economic / Business

• Encourages expanded visits

• Increased tourism and 

shopping

• Ambience for increased 

purchases 



Social / Civic 

• Creating “Sense of Place”

• Neighborhood identity and 

pride

• Resulting local security, 

socialization, and property 

maintenance



“Greening” / Sustainability 

• Designing to preserve green 

space

• Mixed-use options for land 

conservation

• Use of new energy-efficient 

technologies 



Example - Case History



Prevalence of Design Review – IL Metro



Municipal Design Review Network



Design Review Best Practices



Design Guidelines



Community Engagement



New Directions?



“In essence, what works of design and architecture talk to us about is the kind 
of life that would most appropriately unfold within and around them.”

— Alaine de Botton,  “The Architecture of Happiness”  

CLOSING OBSERVATIONS…




